
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE432 May 8, 2020 
was awarded the Dinkelspiel Award for Out-
standing Service to Undergraduate Education, 
one of Stanford’s highest honors, and served 
as a trustee of the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation. During the Carter Administration 
he served as Commissioner of the FDA, 
where he dealt with many controversies, earn-
ing the praise of consumers and industry alike 
for his leadership. He returned to Stanford in 
1979 and became its eighth president in 1980. 
During his distinguished tenure he grew the 
University’s endowment to $2 billion, inaugu-
rated overseas campuses in Japan and Eng-
land, established the Haas Center for Public 
Service and the Stanford-in-Washington cam-
pus. In 1992 he resigned from the presidency, 
and remained at Stanford. In 2000 he became 
Editor-in-Chief of Science, a post he held until 
2008. He received the Carl Sagan Prize for 
Science Popularization, and was a fellow of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
and the American Academy of Sciences. He 
was the author of several books including his 
memoir, A Place in the Sun. 

No list of Donald Kennedy’s extraordinary 
accomplishments can describe the man he 
was. Proud yet humble, erudite and playful, 
and beloved by his students. I was privileged 
to call him my friend, and I’m exceedingly 
grateful to have benefitted from his wise coun-
sel. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in extending our 
condolences to Donald Kennedy’s wife Robin, 
and his children Page Kennedy Rochon 
(Mark); Julia Kennedy Tussing (Ted); Cam-
eron Kennedy (Rick Desimone); and Jamie 
Hamill (Rosario), and nine grandchildren. Don-
ald Kennedy made our country stronger and 
made our world a better place. He will always 
be missed by all those who had the good for-
tune to know him, and he will be a lasting 
source of inspiration to the generations he 
helped shape. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
deep concern regarding the state of U.S. lead-
ership during the global COVID–19 pandemic. 
Tragically, over 200,000 people have died 
worldwide, with more than 3 million confirmed 
cases. This likely represents just the tip of the 
viral iceberg. 

The Coronavirus pandemic has caused the 
worst global health crisis since the 1918 Span-
ish flu epidemic. 

Real leadership could have contained this 
devastation. Instead of leading the global re-
sponse though, the Administration ignored re-
peated warnings from his intelligence experts 
and undermined the seriousness of the threat. 
Those at the very top called it a hoax, squab-
bled over the name of the virus, undermined 
G–7 unity, closed the U.S. border with Europe 
without consulting our closest allies, and sig-
nificantly delayed the opportunity to slow the 
spread of the disease both globally and do-
mestically. 

Worse yet, despite warnings during the ad-
ministration transition of the possible security 

threats of a viral pandemic, they hollowed out 
and eliminated the National Security Council’s 
Directorate for Global Health Security and Bio-
defense at Home. Now, we face the highest 
number of reported infections in the world, 
with more than 970,000 cases, and an alarm-
ing risk of spread rates because we still lack 
adequate testing capabilities. 

In the absence of American leadership, ma-
lign actors including China, Russia and Cuba 
have filled the void. They provided and 
pledged humanitarian assistance to Italy, the 
Philippines, and other nations in desperate 
need of assistance. Authoritarian governments 
have used the ensuing chaos to consolidate 
their rule. Take Russian President Putin’s con-
stitutional referendum to extend presidential 
term limits or Hungarian Prime Minister 
Orban’s recent parliamentary moves to rule by 
decree. But worse yet, also to spread misin-
formation about the disease and democratic 
response. Threatening further the domestic 
political divisions already ripe with tension. 

What makes our nation great is not only the 
American people’s ingenuity to solve problems 
at home, but also our generosity and creativity 
to lead with our values when the world faces 
crisis. Six years ago, the U.S. led the fight 
against the Ebola crisis from the beginning. 
We developed, coordinated, and led a world-
wide response to the Ebola outbreak, as well 
as strengthened our preparedness at home. 
As a result, we stopped the outbreak and kept 
the homeland safe. 

It is long past time for the Administration to 
play a leading role in the global pandemic co-
ordination response. As the richest nation on 
earth with leading global health experts, real 
leadership would coordinate and contain the 
virus domestically then turn to aid the inter-
national community. Real leadership would not 
cast blame and withhold international aid to 
organizations leading the global fight. Real 
leadership would be fully supporting critical, 
independent news outlets like Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty and Voice of America who 
are providing credible news services and 
countering Russian and Chinese 
disinformation. 

Americans are at risk of further waves of in-
fection back in the homeland. The most vul-
nerable around the world are suffering. Global 
coordination and collaboration is vital, not only 
to keep Americans safe, but also to maintain 
the U.S.’s position as the leader of the free 
world and to maintain democratic values in 
countries across the globe. 

f 
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Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Michael and Tonya 
Sacomani and their kids for turning the difficul-
ties of social distancing and confinement into 
a positive. 

The Sacomani’s had to quickly adapt after 
their family trip, a cruise for the kids’ spring 
break, was canceled due to COVID–19. 

During these long days of social distancing 
and isolation, the Sacomani’s turned to a 
camping staycation in their own backyard, 
which backs up to the Saline River. 

The Sacomani’s made it their family mission 
to clean up as much of the Saline River as 
they can during the quarantine. 

Their list of cleaned up trash is incredible, 
so far including refrigerators, stoves, ski boats 
lodged in trees, a hot tub lodged in a tree, and 
hundreds of tires. 

I would like to extend a hand of gratitude to 
the Sacomani’s for their worthwhile commit-
ment to hard work, our environment and nat-
ural resources. 
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Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor our law enforcement officers from 
across our nation. This year National Police 
Week kicks off on May 10, which we dedicate 
time on the calendar to honor, remember, and 
celebrate American Law Enforcement. 

Since 1962, National Police Week continues 
to pay special recognition to those law en-
forcement officers who have lost their lives in 
the line of duty for the safety and protection of 
others. 

Each year, hundreds of American law en-
forcement officers are killed in the line of duty. 
In respect, honor, and remembrance their 
names are added to the walls of the National 
Law Enforcement Officers Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. This year, 307 names are being 
engraved on those walls, adding to the nearly 
22,000 killed in the line of duty already memo-
rialized there. 

Our law enforcement officers protect our 
communities by keeping us safe from harm, 
and even putting their own lives in jeopardy to 
save ours. Throughout my district, I’ve seen 
firsthand how committed our local officers are 
in keeping our communities safe and striving 
to protect our families by acting courageously 
when they come across harm. 

Given the unprecedented health threat of 
COVID–19, our law enforcement officers re-
main committed to serving our people. I would 
like to take this time to thank our brave men 
and women for risking their lives every single 
day. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
our brave men and women who serve in our 
front lines and for all our fallen heroes who 
made the ultimate sacrifice. 
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HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 8, 2020 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Isaac Robinson, a 
public servant from the State of Michigan, who 
tragically lost his life to illness, suspected 
COVID–19. 

Born and raised in Michigan, Isaac Robin-
son grew up with a strong interest in politics. 
His mother, former Michigan State Represent-
ative Rose Mary Robinson, was among the 
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